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President’s Message

The Buzz:
 Installation Dinner Recap &

Shelly Cole, NWAR
I don’t bungee jump, sky
dive or even enjoy carnival
rides. Yet here I find
myself on what’s likely to
be a very exciting roller
coaster ride embarking on
a year as President of the
Northwoods Association of
REALTORS. Of course I’ve
been very involved with
the board for years, first as
a not-so-silent observer
and frequent volunteer and
then as a Director.
Although I am not a
REALTOR, I have been
one. I hope my past
experience coupled with
my true belief in the value
a REALTOR brings to a
transaction can help me to
serve as the quality leader
our organization deserves.
I was very pleased to see
the great attendance at the
Pine Tree Supper Club for
the Installation Dinner. I’d

Photos

again like to thank Past
President Judi Schmidt
Arnold for her service.
Although small in stature,
she has left me some big
shoes to fill! Also to
departing board members
John
Morris,
Denise
Goldsworthy,
George
Gunderson and Sheri
Benson: thank all of you!
Your time and effort has
been greatly appreciated.
As they depart, we
welcome new Directors
Andy Harris, Andrea
Kruger and Jon Long to the
board room and thank
them for stepping up.

Also at the dinner, the
votes were counted and
the NWAR budget was
approved by a 72-1 margin
and bylaws revisions
passed 72-2. Part of that
budget includes a $25
credit NWAR Members can
redeem toward any 201718 NWAR events or classes
IF you renew by 11/30.
Make sure to renew
promptly and please
consider including the $35
to RPAC - they work
tirelessly
to
protect
property rights and our
livelihood!

 NWAR Lunch & Learn Oneida County Zoning

 New Education Incentives &
Volunteer Awards

*New* Affiliate Spotlight

Thank you again for
placing your trust in me - I
will do my best to deserve
it!
Enjoy what’s left of the fall
colors!
Shelly

1584 White Pine Drive
Eagle River, WI 54521
715-479-9999
swandme@me.com
www.tphoto.com

Christmas Party - Norwood Pines 12/13
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We are fortunate this year to actually have an autumn, but
the falling leaves and frantic squirrels herald the imminent
return of Old Man Winter. Halfway between stuffing your
belly on Thanksgiving and emptying your pockets for
Christmas, NWAR & GNMLS invite you to join us for a
pumpkin spice martini or five at our annual NWAR/GNMLS
Christmas Party.
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This year’s event of the season will be at Norwood Pines
Supper Club in Minocqua on Wednesday December 13th.
Guests will enjoy a meal of prime rib, grilled salmon or
honey mustard chicken for just $25 (timely renewal credit
eligible), and we again hope to set out a nice selection of finger foods to nibble at while
you mingle courtesy of our generous event sponsors.
For now, save the evening of 12/13 and watch for the registration form coming soon!
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President’s Message
Adam Redman, GNMLS
It is my honor to have the opportunity to
serve as your 2017-2018 GNMLS
President. We will make every effort to
serve you in a diligent and prudent
manner. We had a very well attended
Installation Dinner at Pine Tree Supper
Club in Tomahawk.
Thank you
everyone for joining us! I am pleased to
report by a vote of 24-1, we approved
the GNMLS budget and proposals to
renew our SentriLock service and
acquire 1500 new Bluetooth lockboxes.
Thank you to Past President Mark
Wagner - you are much appreciated for
all of your service and dedication to the
NWAR and GNMLS. Special thank you
goes out to outgoing Directors Cheryl
Eskridge and Joe Flanders and
‘welcome back’ to John Misina, Sandy
Ebben and Ed Choinski as new GNMLS

Directors. Congratulations as well to
Bonnie Byrnes of Headwaters Real
Estate as the 2017 recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award!
Sentrilock Update: Our goal is to roll
out the new boxes in Spring ’18 and we
will ask offices to trade in around half of
current lockbox inventory for new
boxes.
Please take stock of your
inventory and make sure any sitting in
trunks are returned to the office. One of
the exciting features of the new

electronic lockboxes is the Bluetooth
capability that requires no keycard!
Instead these lockboxes work with your
smartphone app and will even operate
the box if you are out of cell range (and
updates the system when you get back
into cell range). More to come on the
exciting new features of the soon to
arrive new Sentrilock boxes.
Make sure you follow the statewide
updates from the WRA to help inform
clients and to stay on top of relevant
changes in our industry, such as: The
Right to Rent legislation, Rental
W e a t h e r i z a t i o n P r o g r a m be i n g
abolished, Historic Preservation Tax
Credits, Federal Tax Reform, etc.
Hope everyone has a Spooktacular
Halloween!
Adam

New Mandatory Buyer Agency Forms
The DSPS updated several real estate forms in 2017 which have a mandatory use date of October 1st 2017. Please
check to ensure you are using the latest forms in zipForms and elsewhere. The forms that were updated are as
follows:
 WB-36 Exclusive Buyer Agency/Tenant Representation Agreement
 WB-47 Amendment to Buyer Agency/Tenant Representation Agreement
 (NEW) WB-38 Commercial Buyer Agency/Tenant Representation Agreement
If you have copies of WRA’s Buyer Agency Consumer Brochure on hand to give to consumers, please make
sure to order the latest version (appears as pictured) which was revised in 2017 in anticipation of these form
changes.

Invest in RPAC & Earn Special Recognition

by RPAC Chair Cheryl Eskridge

At our Christmas Party last year, NWAR Members who reached the “Investor” level by giving at
least $100 to RPAC in 2016 were recognized with a special ribbon on their nametags. The feedback
we received afterward was overwhelmingly positive, which awakened us to the importance of
giving well-earned recognition to those who help RPAC continue its outstanding efforts to protect
property owners’ rights. Accordingly we decided in 2017 to step up our game in showing our
gratitude to our RPAC champions.
Those in attendance at our 2017 Christmas Party who have given $100+ to RPAC in 2017 will earn a
ribbon with either bronze ($100+), silver ($500+) or gold ($1000+) lettering to recognize your
exceptional support for RPAC. Investors of $100+ will also be recognized in our newsletter and
those who give $500+ will include a photo; investors of $1000+ will be pictured in the newsletter
and on the NWAR website. Additionally, all three groups earn free registration to attend REALTOR
& Government Day in Madison next spring.
We should note that while our group of large RPAC investors are hugely helpful toward meeting our
annual goal, we still wouldn’t reach our goal without the generosity of those who support our annual
RPAC auction and the many individual $35 contributions that we receive from Members with their
annual renewals. Even if you don’t have enough to spare to receive a ribbon, we greatly appreciate
every dollar we receive from Members. Please include the RPAC investment when renewing your
NWAR Membership for 2018. THANK YOU!!

NWAR Affiliates
Affiliate Company

Location

Affiliate Name

AmeriSpec Inspection Services
Associated Title & Closing Services
Big Moose Home Inspections
CoVantage Credit Union
CoVantage Credit Union
Gowey Abstract & Title
Great North Bank
Knight Barry Title Service
mBank
mBank
Merrill Community Bank
Northern Title & Abstract
Northwoods Title & Closing
People’s State Bank
People’s State Bank
River Valley Bank
Shoreline Title Services
The Cayo Group at Inlanta Mortgage
Tomahawk Community Bank SSB
Tomahawk Community Bank SSB
Tomasoski Photography & Video
US Bank
Vilas Title Service
Wisconsin Benefit Planning

Rhinelander
Ironwood MI
Bessemer MI
Antigo
Crandon
Minocqua
Eagle River
Minocqua
Eagle River
Eagle River
Merrill
Rhinelander
Eagle River
Eagle River
Minocqua
Minocqua
Rhinelander
Minocqua
Tomahawk
Tomahawk
Eagle River
Minocqua
Eagle River
Minocqua

Brad Francis
Roy D’Antonio
Tom Ruemenapp
Michelle Brettingen
Angela Retzlaff
Mike Brandner
Dan Stark
Patrick Hugunin
John Hletko
Cathy Humbaugh
Pete Koblitz
Al Mancl
Maryann Fath
Val Dreger
Tim Sanderson
LeAnn Hayden
Greg Peckels
Dee Cayo
Shelly Cole
Deb Duncan
Dan Tomasoski
Mary Kim Black
Rick Ernst
Charlie Ouimette
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Phone
715-493-0185
906-932-6340
906-663-2221
715-627-4336
715-478-5100
715-356-3000
715-598-9919
715-439-4114
715-477-3841
715-477-3885
715-536-7133
715-365-5000
715-479-6459
715-479-1794
715-358-7070
715-358-9319
715-369-3934
715-358-9700
715-453-5354
715-453-5354
715-479-9999
715-892-0941
715-479-4070
715-356-2300

Local Professionals*
ENV Property Solutions
Fifield

Ph: 715-661-0561
ENVPropertySolutions.com
Mold/lead/asbestos investigations,
soil/groundwater testing & more

* These are non-member paid advertisements that are not
specifically endorsed or promoted by NWAR.

HouseLogic.com is a site for homeowners who want smart
solutions to enjoy, improve, and maintain their home; for
buyers ready to find their happy place; and for sellers ready
for their next chapter.
Please share Houselogic’s helpful solutions on social media:

Web: houselogic.com
Facebook: facebook.com/HouseLogic
Twitter: twitter.com/HouseLogic

MLS Memo
Lon Fisk - NWARLonF@gmail.com

In today’s electronic world are you
texting and emailing clients?
Remember that Wis REEB 15.04
requires you to maintain those records
for at least 2 years following the
closing, or termination date of the
listing or agency agreement if no sale
occurred.
REEB 15.04(1) says “A firm shall retain
for at least 2 years... exact and
complete copies of all... and other
documents or correspondence
utilized, received or prepared in
connection with any transaction.”
Printing emails out for the file is pretty
simple. But if you are texting
information to and from your clients
you’ll need to retain those too. You
may need an app on your phone to
help you efficiently capture those
records. Just remember to save what
you write or receive via text and
email.
See goo.gl/XNPcwh for more info.
MLS Tip: Be aware “9” pricing may not fit most
modern online searches. $99,900 hits the <$100K
search but misses the $100-200K search.

AE Corner
WRA Designation Webinar
(Hosted at NWAR Board Office):
ABR: Accredited Buyer’s Representative
November 13-14, 2017 | 8:30am – 4:30pm

Ring A Bell & Earn A Gift!
Salvation Army’s REALTOR
Ring Day is set for Friday
12/1/17, and we once
again are asking REALTORS to help them fill a kettle
by ringing a bell for a couple hours. Bell ringing
locations are available in towns throughout the
Northwoods, and those who take the time to ring will
earn a free gift from NWAR for your efforts in supporting the community and demonstrating that REALTORS are caring neighbors! Please visit goo.gl/
mHXj8k for details on how to reserve a bell ringing time slot near you and make sure to fill out that
form to let us know what you’d like for a free gift.
If you cannot ring a bell but will be volunteering
elsewhere and/or giving blood, you can also earn a
free gift - all we ask is you send a photo of yourself
during your act of kindness so we can raise awareness of all the good REALTORS do for our community! Please visit goo.gl/cnkUtj and fill out the
form to tell us about your good deed and choose
your free REALTOR-branded gift - THANK YOU!

Matt Seegert - NWARMatt@gmail.com

Congratulations to Kathleen Paramore who
we just earned the GRI designation last
month!
FYI, NWAR is offering a $100
educational incentive award to the first 30
NWAR Members who earn a new NAR
Designation and/or complete the WRA
QuickStart course between now and
September 2018. To that end, note that we
have an ABR webinar (link at left) coming up
in November - register ASAP if interested!
Our Strategic Planning Committee will meet
here at noon on 11/16 to revise our plan for
the upcoming year and beyond. Our core
objectives are to provide education and
services to Members that promote
professionalism, to engage our community
and boost perception of the REALTOR
brand, and to advocate for private property
rights. If you have ideas to share that can
help us achieve these objectives, please
pass them along to Committee Chair Ron
Welnetz or me. As with all our meetings,
Members are welcome to attend!

AE Tip: The WPA2 Wi-Fi connection protocol was
recently found to have a huge vulnerability.
Please watch for security patches for your devices
and install them promptly. In the meantime, we
recommend avoiding Wi-Fi networks (especially
public ones) and ensure websites where you share
sensitive info are secured using HTTPS. The browser
plugin HTTPS Everywhere can help in that regard.
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REALTOR Anniversaries

Lockbox Leaders

Congratulations to the following NWAR Members
celebrating a quinquennial anniversary this month:

NWAR Committees 2017-18

Listing Percentage w/LBs

25 Years:
Peter Bushman - Birchland Realty, Park Falls
5 Years:
Amber Krouze - Key Insight, Rhinelander
David Nicolaus - Birchland Realty, Park Falls
Note: Members must attend a general meeting within 1 year of
anniversary to receive a free anniversary pin. If you cannot
attend, contact the board office to order a pin (cost $10).

Jack Williams Passing
Long-time REALTOR Jack Williams passed
away Wednesday October 4th at age 92. Jack
owned Williams Realty of Wausau which
opened a Minocqua branch that he sold
several years ago and still carries his name to
this day. He served as President of the
Wausau Board and WRA and as regional VP and Finance
Committee member at NAR. Jack was a US Navy veteran
who served as 2nd in command on a Navy transport ship.
NWAR extends our condolences to his family including son
and NWAR Member Appraiser Scott Williams as well as
Jack's friends and colleagues. Please visit goo.gl/fbrHps to
view an obituary with details of services scheduled for
Tuesday October 24th at First Universalist Unitarian Church
in Wausau. Rest in peace, Jack.

Committee

Chairperson

By-Laws Review

John Morris

Christmas Party

Linda Long Wohlleber

Education

Andy Harris

Election/Nominating

Ron Welnetz

Tallroth Realty

100%

Owls Nest Realty

83%

Redman Realty Group

60%

Lakeland Realty

59%

Fair Housing

Adam Redman

C21 Burkett & Associates

55%

Finance

Mary Thompson

First Weber

52%

Golf Outing

Erik Johnson

Re/Max Northern Lakes

52%

Legislative

Ron Welnetz

Membership

Cheryl Eskridge

Personnel

Shelly Cole

Re/Max Property Pros

51%

Gregory Realty

50%

Prof. Standards

Rick Zoerb

Gohlke Properties

50%

Public Relations

Bonnie Byrnes

RPAC

Cheryl Eskridge

Scholarship

Marcia Pluess

Strategic Planning

Ron Welnetz

Need a refresher? View
SentriLock lockbox training
guides, tip sheets and more
at: www.goo.gl/kN7F3

Lunch & Learn - Oneida County Zoning

Lunch & Learn Schedule

Join us on November 8th at 11:45am for a Lunch & Learn
at the Rhinelander Chamber of Commerce where we
will be joined by Oneida County Zoning Administrator
Karl Jennrich. Karl will discuss current and pending
revisions relating to the recent statewide legislative
changes (shoreland zoning, short-term rentals, time-ofsale requirements, weatherization, etc) and answer
your questions.
Please use the link at right to register for this and any
other upcoming Lunch & Learn topics that interest you!

Date

Nov 8
Dec 13
Jan 10

Course Name & Location

Instructor

Oneida County Zoning Update

Karl Jennrich

CoreLogic Realist

Marcia Pluess

Preparing a CMA Report

Ashlei Smith

Rhinelander - Chamber of Commerce
Eagle River - Eagle River Town Hall
Rhinelander - Chamber of Commerce

Name
Karrie

Liebherr1

Jennai’ Rusch1
Michael

Queoff1

Jan Wright

First Weber

Pine Point Realty

Full L&L Schedule & Registration: goo.gl/rg5F2Z

REALTORS ® on the Move
New GNMLS Subscribers:

Oneida County Zoning Administrator

1 New NWAR REALTOR
^ Closed MLS Office
* New MLS Office

Transfers & Releases:
Name

From

To

Flanders Realty Group - Rhinelander

Ken Biegel

Century 21 Burkett - Eagle River

Re/Max Property Pros - Eagle River

Lake Country Realty - Elcho

Thorpe Biegel

Century 21 Burkett - Eagle River

Re/Max Property Pros - Eagle River

Office

Eliason Realty of the North - Eagle River

Bill Kasch

Bilmar Properties^ - Mukwonago

Wright Homes* - Cottage Grove

Brian O’Connor

Flanders Realty Group- Rhinelander

David Slaktoski

Re/Max Excel - Weston

Jean Slaktoski

Re/Max Excel - Weston

Owl's Nest Realty - Eagle River

“Buy me a drink, sing me a song, take me as I come ’cause I can’t stay long.” - Tom Petty (RIP 1950-2017)
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Board of Directors 2017-18

(Area code 715 unless otherwise noted)

Northwoods Association of REALTORS®

Greater Northwoods MLS®

Officers (Term^):

Officers (Term^):

Shelly Cole, President

453-5354

Adam Redman, President

358-0450

Ron Welnetz, President-Elect

627-4885

John Misina, President-Elect

479-4431

Mary Thompson, Treasurer (1)

356-3207

Julie Winter-Paez, Treasurer (2)

480-4333

Judi Schmidt Arnold, Past President

543-2300

Mark Wagner, Past President

762-3291

Directors (Term-Year - limit 2-2):

Directors (Term-Year - limit 2-2):

Jerry Burkett

(2-2)

479-3090

Trudy Campbell

(1-2)

356-3207

Andy Harris

(1-1)

543-8900

LeAnn Hayden

(1-1)

Andrea Krueger

Jerry Burkett

(1-2)

479-3090

Ed Choinski

(1-1)

493-7827

358-9319

Sandy Ebben

(1-1)

365-3000

(1-1)

453-3365

Jackie Leonhard

(1-2)

453-2673

Jonathan Long

(1-1)

453-4910

Julie Manthei

(2-2)

358-7873

Dan Pudlo

(2-1)

547-3033

Christy Schneider

(1-2)

365-3071

Brenda Thompson (1-2)

358-0494

^

President, President-Elect and Past President terms are 1 year each; Treasurers may serve up to two 1-year terms.

Next Board Meetings:
Thursday, October 19 th
GNMLS - 8:30am
NWAR - 2:00pm @ River Valley Bk
Meetings are the third Thursday of
each month - Members welcome!

The National Association of
REALTORS ® MVP Program
encourages members to take
actions that will benefit NAR
and members while rewarding
them for being active within
their association.
If you sign up for the MVP
eNewsletter by 10/31, you will
earn a free Social Media for
REALTORS Digital Marketing
download ($12 value) PLUS a
chance to win an iPad Mini!
Claim your MVP reward at:

MVP.REALTOR.ORG

Northwoods Association of REALTORS® & Greater Northwoods MLS ®
PO Box 377
320 Oak St, Suite B
Woodruff, WI 54568

Phone:
715-356-3400
Fax:
888-399-2118
Staff@NorthwoodsRealtors.org

Office hours are 8am-5pm Monday through Friday
Board Office Location: www.goo.gl/qRzxH
Use East entrance (double doors by drive-up window)

About Us
The Northwoods Association of REALTORS® was founded in 1953
as a non-profit organization dedicated to serving real estate
brokers and agents in the Northwoods area. NWAR provides a
central hub for our 400+ Members to communicate, establish
policy, receive training and implement new solutions to better
serve their clients.
Greater Northwoods Multiple Listing Service®, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of NWAR, is dedicated to providing our Members
with first-rate service and support in listing and viewing
properties and conducting business in accordance with the
ethical standards of the industry. GNMLS currently serves more
than 170 Member offices comprised of over 480 brokers, agents
and appraisers.

NWAR & GNMLS on the Web:
NWAR Homepage: NorthwoodsREALTORS.org
Member FB Group: Facebook.com/Groups/NorthwoodsREALTORS
www.goo.gl/2pnHM

www.goo.gl/2fjJs

www.goo.gl/6aOAZ

www.goo.gl/KI9MI
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View the full event photo gallery at: goo.gl/2sgjdS

Installation Dinner Recap
Our 2017 NWAR/GNMLS Installation Dinner was held at Pine Tree Supper Club in
Tomahawk late last month. Over 100 guests enjoyed a variety of appetizers and dinner while voting overwhelmingly to approve all ballot measures including the purchase of new Bluetooth lockboxes next spring. Outgoing NWAR President Judi
Schmidt Arnold debuted our new PA system that worked beautifully, new President
Shelly Cole and the rest of our leadership were made official by WRA President/
CEO Mike Theo. The evening concluded with Distinguished Service Awards presented to REALTOR Bonnie Byrnes and Affiliate LeAnn Hayden. We congratulate
both for their well-deserved recognition and thank everyone who joined us for another outstanding meal and fun event.

Outgoing NWAR President Judi Schmidt Arnold started
the evening off with a roar as she asked the crowd
“What do you need to know to sell vacant land?”
…“Lots”

WRA President & CEO Mike Theo came up north to
install our leadership and provided an informative
update on real estate in Wisconsin. A big “Thank You”
to Mike for joining us!

Newly-installed NWAR President Shelly Cole’s first act
as President was an executive order for all REALTORS
to add a link on their websites to her mortgage loan
calculator.

The competition just grew fiercer after Shelly inducted
our newest group of REALTORS (L->R): Caroline Johnson, Deonn Graeber, Renee Raasch, Keith Hanse, Amy
Laxton, Bob McMahon, Ted Cushing, Tara Reynolds,
Tyler Watkins and Janel Pagels. We hope to see you all
in the next picture a handful of years from now!

Congratulations to Kathleen Paramore on her 5th anniversary and Kenneth Hoffman who has spent 25 years
as a REALTOR. When you see your name on our
anniversary list in the newsletter, make sure to attend
a dinner event within the year and you too will receive
a special X-year anniversary REALTOR pin!

WRA and NWAR wrote checks of $1700 each to our
friends at Boys & Girls Club of Langlade County.
Special thanks to Angel Zimmerman and Molly Held of
Boys & Girls Club for visiting us to receive the checks
and for agreeing to wait to cash them until Tuesday!

THANK YOU APPETIZER SPONSORS
Absolute REALTORS Sure Realty - Ron Welnetz
Big Moose Home Inspections - Tom Ruemenapp

Our two belles of the ball were LeAnn Hayden and Bonnie Byrnes who earned Distinguished Service Awards. Thank you ladies
for all you do in your communities and for
our organization!

First Weber REALTORS - Christy Schneider
River Valley Bank - LeAnn Hayden
Schmidt-Haus Realty - Judi Schmidt Arnold
Tomahawk Community Bank - Shelly Cole

“I hoped to win an
award too, but I’ll
settle for the cash!”
- Lisa Alsteen

