
It is with the heaviest of hearts that 
I share with you all that Jake Van 

Hefty passed away from injuries 

sustained in a snowmobile 

accident on Feb 10th. I ask all of 

you keep our dear friends and 

colleagues Pat and Heather Van 

Hefty of  Redman Realty 

Group (Minocqua) in your 

thoughts and prayers.  Jake was 

an amazing and accomplished young man 

who loved his family, friends and 

community.  He truly was one of the “good 

ones” – “great ones” actually.  He was taken 

from us far too early and will be sorely 

missed.  Godspeed - Jake Van Hefty... 

Thank you to all who voted in the spring 

primary on 2/18 and mark your calendars for 
April 1st for the Spring Election where we 

will elect a state Supreme Court justice and 

school Superintendent.  Speaking of 

elections, our Nominating Committee meets 

March 12th to create a slate of candidates for 

the NWAR Board election this June.  If you are 

interested in serving on the NWAR Board, let  

Chair Janel Pagels and Matt know soon! 

While many of us head south to soak up some 

sun this time of year, it's also a great time to 

absorb some knowledge at a NWAR Lunch & 

Learn, WRA's new "Summit Series" seminars, 

NAR NXT UP! webinars, or REALTOR.com 

Result Series - all free and many can be 

attended virtually.  See them all 
on the NWAR Calendar to sign 

up for as many as you like and if 

necessary, book an oceanfront 

cabana with WiFi!  

Early Warning:  Mark your 

calendars for Thursday June 5th 

for our Golf Outing & Election 

Dinner that was just approved at 

our board meeting last 

week.  We're heading back to Timber Ridge 

in Minocqua after a long hiatus, and 

hopefully the weather will be much more 

pleasant since last year was a bit damp to say 

the least.  More to come next month but if 

you're interested in sponsoring a hole and/or 

appetizer, drop a line to Matt and he'll help 

you get squared away!  

The boardroom is busy of late as we’ll soon 

interview 8 MLS Coordinator candidates to 

take over for Lon who is looking toward 

retirement in mid-2025.  If all goes well, we 

may have a new name to know by the time 

you receive our next newsletter!   

The groundhog predicted six more weeks of 

winter, but the warmup this week sure felt 

nice.  Seize this opportunity to wash all the 

salt off your car since winter’s swan song 

seldom comes this early!  Happy St. Patrick’s 

Day!  

Tom  

• 2025 NWAR Family Scholarship - 
Apply by April 15th 

• WRA Summit Series - Appleton 
March 12th (Free for Members) 

• WRA REALTOR & Govt Day -  
Madison April 17th (Free CE Credit) 

Tom Bird, NWAR 
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NWAR Family Scholarships totaling up to $3000 are awarded each 

year to high school (or equivalent) grads whose parent or legal 

guardian is a NWAR Member of 1+ years in good standing.  If you are 

a NWAR REALTOR or Affiliate of 1+ years with a student at home who 

will graduate from secondary education in 2025, please make sure 

they send in a completed scholarship application by Tue 4/15. 

Scholarship applicants will be contacted in late April with hopefully good news, and up to six 

total recipients will share equal scholarship awards from $500-$1000 each.  This award may be 

used toward any post-secondary education including degree programs, trade certifications, 

and/or pre-license courses - including real estate obviously!   

Scholarship awardees will also be invited to enjoy a free meal at our June 5th election dinner 

(details coming soon) to be recognized to the delight of their proud NWAR parent(s)! 

Details & Application: northwoodsrealtors.org/nwar-family-scholarship 
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Greetings, Friends! 

I hope you’re staying warm and making 

the most of winter in the Northwoods! 

Whether you’re embracing the snow or 

sneaking away for a sunny getaway, 

February is a great time to reflect on 

the past year and plan ahead for 

success in 2025. 

April 17, 2025: Join us at REALTOR & 

Government Day (RGD). Reach out on 

the Facebook page to rideshare.   This 

annual event is a powerful reminder of 

how we, as real estate professionals, 

can advocate for policies that protect 

private property rights, improve 

housing accessibility, and strengthen 

our industry. Connect with REALTORS 

from across Wisconsin to engage with 

state lawmakers and champion key 

priorities for the real estate industry.  

Looking back at 2024’s year-end 

market data, we continue to see strong 

demand for Northwoods properties. 

While inventory remains tight, buyers 

are still eager to find their piece of 

paradise, and interest rates continue to 

shape buying patterns. Keep an eye on 

local media for in-depth market reports 

that you can share with your clients. 

If 2025 is the year you’d like to step into 

a leadership role, we’d love to hear 

from you! Serving on the MLS or Realtor 

Association board is a great way to 

shape the future of our industry while 

building connections with fellow 

professionals. If you’re interested, 

reach out to me or any current board 

member. Elections will take place this 

summer, with new leaders installed at 

our fall membership event. 

In addition, we’re finalizing details for 

our spring and summer events, 

including the annual golf outing and 

networking mixers. These events are 

fantastic opportunities to connect, 

unwind, and support your fellow 

Realtors. More details to come soon! 

The NWAR Family Scholarship is 

accepting applications until April 15th! 

This is a great opportunity for your 

children or family members pursuing 

higher education, including college, 

vocational training, or real estate 

licensing. Investing in our future is a 

priority, and we encourage all eligible 

applicants to apply. 

Wishing you a productive and 

successful Spring! Stay warm, stay 

engaged, and as always, don’t hesitate 

to reach out with any questions or ideas 

for improving our MLS and association. 

Jackie 

Jackie Leonhard, GNMLS 

President’s Message 

 

WRA Summit Series - March 12th 

WRA is partnering with local associations to bring a 

new “Summit Series” to locations across the state 

covering topics related to housing.  Coming up 

March 12th in Appleton from 9a-12p is the first 

summit with a speaker lineup well worth the FREE 

admission price for WRA Members.  Speakers and topics include:    

• Public sector strategies consultant Curt Witynski outlining More Housing 

Wisconsin - an initiative to educate community leaders on zoning 

changes, strategies & resources to boost housing supply & reduce costs. 

• NAR Chief Economist Lawrence Yun exploring recent economic trends, 

their effects on housing and his projections for home sales in 2025. 

• WRA Vice President of Legal & Public Affairs Cori Lamont covering legal 
and legislative issues REALTORS need to know.   

WRA is also submitting this to DSPS for one hour of 2025-26 RECE credit.   

Details and (Free) Registration:  www.wra.org/SummitSeries 

Free CCW Courses - First 25 NWAR Members 

Spring is coming up fast and is 

often the busiest time of year for 

firms adding new agents. If you 

have a prospective new agent 

ready to enroll in WI real estate 

pre-license courses, make sure 

to have them contact NWAR first.   

NWAR partners with WRA to offer BIG savings 

on real estate pre-license courses, but only if 

they are referred to WRA by NWAR.  We just 

need their name, email and phone number to 

pass along to WRA who will contact them 

promptly to enroll at a $200 discount off the 

normal pre-license course pricing - well worth 

the extra few minutes!    

WRA Pre-License Discount 

Personal safety is something REALTORS must never take for granted despite the good 

fortune we have to live and work in the fairly safe and harmonious Northwoods.  While 
our partner safety apps like SentriKey Agent Safety and FOREWARN lead intelligence 

can help us remain safe while working with customers and clients, our abundance of  

wilderness means we also have many four-legged neighbors who could pay a surprise 

visit that requires somewhat older technology to help us stay safe.  

The NWAR Board in January approved reimbursing the first 25 NWAR Members who 

complete CCW courses offered by our friendly neighbors at Leadership Academy.  

Classes are ongoing throughout 2025, and the first 25 NWAR Members who complete 

their CCW course will be reimbursed the $50 fee upon providing proof of completion.   

Register Online at:  bit.ly/NWARCCW 

https://www.wra.org/SummitSeries/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lPjs7HUTBEw
https://northwoodsrealtors.org/FOREWARN_Handout.pdf
https://bit.ly/NWARCCW


As you should be aware, GNMLS is 

working to find and fix policy violations 

in listings from 2024 to present. When 

entering a listing, please follow the 

instructions and notes on each page and 

field. If your listing violates a MLS rule, 

the burden to fix it is yours. Please take 

time to learn the MLS rules and follow the 

on-screen instructions.  Rather than 

wasting time taking offense to the error 

report, just fix it promptly as noted in the 

error report or contact us with questions.  

NEW - InfoSparks from ShowingTime: 

This is a lite Trends if you want to explore 

recent listing and sales histories. This 

feature is linked in your “Quick Links” 

widget available on the Xposure Home 

tab.  It is also available under the Actions 

button when an individual listing is open 

and then will narrow the scope to the zip 

code of that listing. You may also set a 

custom area on a map. InfoSparks is 

available as of February 25th. You can 
check out this FLYER or in InfoSparks 

click the “User Manual & FAQ” in the top 

bar to learn about using the tool. 

AE Corner MLS Memo 
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Matt Seegert - matt@northwoodsrealtors.org Lon Fisk - lon@northwoodsrealtors.org 

Affiliate Company Location Affiliate Name Phone 

AmeriSpec Inspection Services Rhinelander Brad Francis 715-493-0185 

Associated Title & Closing Services Ironwood MI Roy D’Antonio 906-932-6340 

Big Moose Home Inspections Bessemer MI Tom Ruemenapp 906-663-2221 

CoVantage Credit Union Antigo Michelle Brettingen 715-627-4336 

CoVantage Credit Union Antigo Pam Jansen 715-627-4336 

Crossbridge Community Bank  Tomahawk Deb Duncan 715-453-5354 

Crossbridge Community Bank  Tomahawk Jennifer Nerva 715-453-5354 

Forward Bank Three Lakes Leah Brown 715-518-9540 

Gowey Abstract & Title Minocqua Mike Brandner 715-356-3000 

IncredibleBank Minocqua Marne Renn 715-612-3756 

Knight Barry Title Group Minocqua LeAnn Hayden 715-892-2624 

Knight Barry Title Group Minocqua Patrick Hugunin 715-439-4114 

Nicolet National Bank Rhinelander Amy Vanney 715-362-2651 

Northwoods Property Inspections Park Falls Michael Weidman 715-934-9105 

Northwoods Title & Closing Services Rhinelander Sara Mortensen 715-362-8780 

Oneida Title & Abstract Rhinelander Jeanne Smith 715-362-3348 

People’s State Bank Rhinelander Erica Eckardt 715-420-2122 

People’s State Bank Minocqua Tim Sanderson 715-358-7070 

Ripco Credit Union Rhinelander Pam Chitko 715-365-4848 

Shoreline Title Services Rhinelander Hunter Piasecki 715-369-3934 

The Cayo Group at Novus Mortgage Minocqua Dee Cayo  715-482-7022 

US Bank Home Mortgage Minocqua Jake Heyroth 715-498-9004 

Vilas Title Svcs - Lighthouse Title Group Eagle River Lori Scafaro 715-479-4070 

Wisconsin Benefit Planning Minocqua Charlie Ouimette 715-356-2300 

See more educational opportunities  
(many free) at: bit.ly/NWAR-Cal 

NWAR Sponsors* 

MLS Tip:  Admins now have a More > Data 

Maintenance tool to update listings and statuses.  

* These are non-member paid advertisements not specifically endorsed or promoted by NWAR.   

ENV Property Solutions 
Butternut 

Barbara Herbst (Flietner)  

Ph: 715-661-0561 

ENVPropSolutions@hotmail.com 

Mold/lead/asbestos investigations, 
soil/groundwater testing & more 

loanDepot.com 
Schaumburg, IL 

Larry Poteshman 

Ph: 847-668-1441 
loanDepot.com 

Personalized mortgage loans on-
time, every time at loanDepot.com 

Welcome aboard to our newest NWAR 
Affiliate:  Pam Chitko of Ripco Credit 

Union in Rhinelander!  See our list above 
and please share our Affiliates and/or 

Sponsors pages with consumers who ask 

for a recommendation.  Always prudent 

to offer options so consumers can call 

around and choose who they like best!        

As President Tom announced, our annual 
Golf Outing & Election Dinner will be 

June 5th at Timber Ridge in Minocqua - a 

viable option again after elections and 

auctions moved to online and/or other 

dates.  Details will be released in March 

but you can contact me any time to ask 

about golf and appetizer sponsorships.  

The GNMLS Election is online Tue 6/10 

and NWAR Election online Tue 6/17.  Let 

us know ASAP if you’re interested in 

running for either board since our 

Nominating Committees will meet soon!   

This may be our last newsletter in PDF 

format and monthly frequency, as the 

NWAR Board opted to try out bi-monthly 

e-newsletters going forward.   This more 

mobile-friendly format will hopefully be 

easier and faster to read, and we will 

strive to make it even more informative. 

Your feedback is always appreciated 

since we’re here to serve you!    

WRA January 
 Home Sales Report:      

wra.org/HSRJan2025 

Stres Les Tank Covers 
Tomahawk 

Ellen Gessler 

Ph: 715-551-1831 
StresLesTankCovers.com 

See-thru sump covers to identify 
problems & prevent messy overflows 

NWAR Members who attend WRA’s 
REALTOR and Government Day in Madison 
Thursday 4/17 will earn 1 hour of real estate 
CE credit plus a travel stipend from NWAR.  

Attendees will meet our state elected 
officials and can stay for a complimentary 
cocktail reception and group photo on the 

capitol steps.   

Registration is open now - signup at the 
link below!   

WRA RGD 2025: wra.org/RGDLanding 

Kizorek Photography LLC 

John Kizorek  

Ph: 715-356-4132 

Kizorek.com 

Real estate photography is ALL we 
do.  Licensed & insured drone pilots 

and we provide 360 virtual tours 

"Financing Commitment Contingency in the 
WB Offers to Purchase" - Mar 6th 9-9:30am 

www.wra.org/legallandscape 

https://files.showingtime.com/download/MarketStats/MarketStats/INF_Marketing_Flyer.pdf
http://northwoodsrealtors.org/partners/our-affiliates/
mailto:matt@northwoodsrealtors.org
mailto:lon@northwoodsrealtors.org
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http://www.assoctitle.net/
mailto:roy@assoctitle.net
http://www.bigmoosehomeinspections.com/
mailto:tom@bigmoosehomeinspections.com
https://www.covantagecu.org/
mailto:mbrettin@covantagecu.org
https://www.covantagecu.org/
mailto:pam.jansen@covantagecu.org
https://www.crossbridge.bank/
mailto:Deb.Duncan@crossbridge.bank
https://www.crossbridge.bank/
mailto:jennifer.nerva@crossbridge.bank
https://www.forward.bank/
mailto:leahb@forwardbank.com
http://www.goweyabstract.com/
mailto:mike.brandner@goweytitle.com
https://www.incrediblebank.com/marne-renn
mailto:mrenn@incrediblebank.com
https://www.knightbarry.com/
mailto:lhayden@knightbarry.com
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mailto:avanney@NicoletBank.com
https://www.northwoodspropertyinspections.com/
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https://ripco.org/
mailto:pamc@ripco.org
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mailto:hunter@shorelinetitleservices.com
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mailto:deecayo@novushomemortgage.com
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mailto:jason.heyroth@usbank.com
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Our March Lunch & Learn covers a range of riparian topics for REALTORS and 

waterfront owners to know.  DNR Water Specialist Nicole Hays will join us to 

update attendees on waterfront regulations and best practices, answer your 

questions, and provide resources to help you serve consumers competently 

and confidently with shoreland properties.  Our abundance of largely pristine 

nature is our top selling point, but only if we all endeavor to keep it that way! 

Please click the link below to signup for any L&Ls that interest you, and your 

location will help us determine whether to host future L&Ls near you!   

NWAR Lunch & Learn Signup:  bit.ly/NWAR-LL24 

Up North Update 
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REALTOR Anniversaries 

Median Price   Units On/Off 
Water 2024 2025 2024 2025 

SFH Off 180,000 224,000 55 59 

SFH On 335,000 397,000 47 34 

Land Off 49,900 72,000 56 27 

Land On 114,000 120,000 28 14 

Just one month into the new year, but the 

early numbers suggest demand remains high 
with medians up ~9% for SFH Jan-over-Jan.  

Volume continues struggling due to low 

inventory however; core-counties SFH 
stands at ~2.91MOI or -8.5% versus Jan ‘24. 

January land sales were only half of last 

year’s, but safe to say the weather played a 
big part last Jan was balmy by comparison. 

Land inventory is nearly unchanged at a 

healthier 6.94MOI, and medians soared 
+49% which suggests we’ll have many new 

neighbors soon.  Keep angling for sellers as 

the buyers are still jumping in the boat!    

Congratulations to the following Northwoods REALTORS 
celebrating a quinquennial anniversary this month: 

20 Years:  Samantha Votis - Action Real Estate, Crandon 

15 Years:  Tony Tebo - Tebo Lakewood Realty 

10 Years:  Cliff Kolinsky - Century 21 Burkett, Lnd O Lks 

5 Years:    Joe Loos - Loos Appraisals, Minocqua 

Members who attend a general meeting within 1 year of 

anniversary will receive a free anniversary pin.  All others may 

order a pin (cost $10) by contacting NWAR. 

Link: bit.ly/NWAR-THL 

“What rules govern putting 

listings on social media?” 

Putting listings on social media is 
governed by WI state law, the 

REALTOR Code of Ethics, and by 
GNMLS rules: 

• You must have a listing contract 
or listing brokers’ permission 

• The post must include that you 
are a licensee and clearly name 
your registered firm or broker   

Read the above FAQ here or visit: 

MLS FAQs: bit.ly/GNMLS-FAQ 

MLS FAQ of the Month 

Name Office 
Conrad Connor Local Living Realty - Laona 

Jackie Santos1 RADenton Realty - Crandon 

Christopher Slinker CLS Realty Inc* - Marinette 

Megan Sullivan CLS Realty Inc - Marinette 

Michael Tachovsky Michael Tachovsky, Appraiser* - CA 

Kraig Whalen1 Birchland Realty - Phillips 

New GNMLS Subscribers: 

REALTORS®  on the Move 

FOREWARN is a valuable new benefit available to all 
GNMLS subscribers.  This proactive safety and lead 

intelligence tool helps you gain instant insight on 
prospective clients using just a phone number or name!   

Get FOREWARN: bit.ly/GNMLS4WARN 

“Boathouses, Flowages, Erosion” L&L - Mar 12  Date Lunch & Learn Course - Venue  

Mar 12 
Boathouses, Flowages, Erosion w/  
DNR Water Specialist Nicole Hays  
Live & Virtual - NWAR Office 

Apr 9 
MLS Etiquette: New Listings, Presentation & 
More w/ MLS Coordinator Lon Fisk 
Live & Virtual - NWAR Office 

May 7 
Taking Title & Affect on Transactions 
w/ Hunter Piasecki of Shoreline Title Services 
Live & Virtual - Rhinelander Chamber of Commerce 

Name From To 
Caitlin Cravillion Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  

Misty Donis Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  
Eric Marshall Eric Marshall, Broker^ - Delafield  
Pat McElroy SCS Real Estate - Mosinee  

LauraLyn Nielsen Key Insight - Rhinelander  
Maggie Reed Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  

Mary Reidinger Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  
Ann Senn Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  

Joanne Yoap Keller Williams Green Bay & UP - DePere  

“There’s a river somewhere that flows through the lives of everyone.”  

- Roberta Flack (RIP 1937-2025) 

GNMLS Transfers & Releases: 

1 = New NWAR Mbr 
* = New GNMLS Ofc 
^ = Closed MLS Ofc 

FOCUS ON ENERGY® partners with WI utilities to offer 

rebates for energy-efficient home products, equipment, 

and improvement projects. REALTOR Ambassadors can 

introduce Focus on Energy to buyers and offer them 

improved comfort, efficiency, and peace of mind in 

their new home. To date, real estate Ambassadors have 

put over $1.7M in vouchers in clients’ hands to set 

~14,000 homes on a path to efficiency and cost savings. 

Enrolling is a simple two-step process: complete the 

enrollment form and attend a 45-min workshop, then 

you can offer clients energy efficiency expertise and 

perks including a welcome kit worth $125 for a HVAC 

tune-up or smart thermostat.  

Get Started at: focusonenergy.com/ambassador  

https://bit.ly/NWAR-LL24
https://ww2.realestateis.com/lp/techhelpline/nwar
https://ww2.realestateis.com/lp/techhelpline/nwar
https://bit.ly/NWAR-THL
https://northwoodsrealtors.org/bwl-advanced-faq/what-rules-govern-putting-listings-on-social-media/
https://bit.ly/GNMLS-FAQ
https://bit.ly/GNMLS4WARN
https://focusonenergy.com/residential/real-estate-ambassador-resources
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Northwoods Association of REALTORS® 

Officers (Term^): 

Tom Bird, President            356-9521 

Janel Pagels, President-Elect           525-1008 

Kim Brixius, Treasurer  (1)           453-1188 

Ed Raasch, Past President           224-3800 

Directors (Term-Year - limit 2-2): 

Tynan Anderson (2-2) 453-3365 

Judy Barr (1-2) 480-4333 

Kristin Gullickson-Wild (2-1) 356-9521 

LeAnn Hayden (1-1) 892-2624 

Joy Kohegyi (1-1*) 776-3710 

Cliff Kolinsky (2-1) 547-3400 

Cala Neu (1-2) 339-4663 

Chris Raasch (1-2) 224-3800 

Greater Northwoods MLS® 

Officers (Term^): 

Jackie Leonhard, President    453-2673 

Dan Pudlo, President-Elect      493-7630 

Jim Mulleady, Treasurer  (1)   479-1774 

Adam Redman, Past President   358-0450 

Directors (Term-Year - limit 2-2): 

Kathy Flannery   (1-1)   449-5022 

Steve Petersen   (1-2)   614-3878 

Chris Raasch   (1-1)   224-3800 

Chris Seeliger   (1-2)   358-6832 

Adam Speer   (1-2)   339-2181 

Julie Winter-Paez   (2-1)   480-4333 

Board of Directors 2024-25 

NWAR Homepage:   NorthwoodsREALTORS.org 

 Member FB Group:  facebook.com/groups/northwoodsrealtors 

Board Office Location:  bit.ly/NWAR-Map 

Use East entrance (double doors by drive-up window) 

Our office hours are 8am-5pm Monday through Friday 

(Area code 715 unless otherwise noted) 

NWAR & GNMLS on the Web: 

 

bit.ly/NWAR-FBK bit.ly/NWAR-TW 

bit.ly/NWAR-YT 

The National Association of 

REALTORS® MVP Program 

encourages Members to take 

actions that will benefit NAR 

and Members while rewarding 

them for being active within 

their association. 

If you subscribe to the PropTech 

Pulse Newsletter for the latest in 

real estate innovation by 2/28, 
you’ll earn a free Social Media 

for REALTORS: Facebook 

Download ($15 value).  

Earn your MVP reward at: 

MVP.REALTOR 

bit.ly/NWAR-LI 

^  President, President-Elect and Past President terms are 1 year each; NWAR Treasurers may serve up to two 2-year 

terms; GNMLS Treasurers up to two 1-year terms.  * - Appointed/elected to <= 1-year term to fill vacancy. 

Next Board Meetings: 

Thursday, March 20th 
GNMLS - 8:30am 
NWAR - 10:00am 

Meetings are (usually) the third Thursday 
monthly - Members always welcome! 

NWAR Committees, Chairpersons & Duties:  https://northwoodsrealtors.org/committees 

About Us 
The Northwoods Association of REALTORS® was founded in 1953 

as a non-profit organization dedicated to serving real estate 

brokers and agents in the Northwoods area.  NWAR provides a 

central hub for our 450+ Members to communicate, establish 

policy, receive training and implement new solutions to better 

serve their clients.      

Greater Northwoods Multiple Listing Service®, a wholly-owned 

subsidiary of NWAR, is dedicated to providing our Members with 

first-rate service and support in listing and viewing properties 

and conducting business in accordance with the ethical standards 

of the industry.  GNMLS currently serves 220+ Member firms 

comprised of ~730 brokers, agents and appraisers.   
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