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As 2011 draws rapidly to a 
close, I’m trying to focus on 
the positive this year has 
brought.  Although it’s a 
painfully short list, there 
does seem to be a light at 
the end of the tunnel. 
 
Many of our better agents 
have actually had a good 
year.  Those who have not 
closed many sales are see-
ing more buyer activity in 
their offices.  Low prices, 
low interest rates and high 
inventory promise to con-
tinue on into 2012 when the 
national election should at 
least provide a diversion if 
not actual improvements in 

the economy.  Much of it 
is out of our individual 
control, except for the 
positives that make us 
shine as individuals: 
prompt and knowledge-
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Time Federal Savings Bank is a 
community bank providing friendly and 
personal service in five locations in central 
Wisconsin. Our offices are conveniently 
located in the communities of Medford, 
Phillips, Marshfield, Owen and Wausau.  
 

www.timefederalsavings.com 

Affiliate Spotlight 

The annual NWAR/GNMLS Christmas Party will begin immediately after the WRA Winter 
Convention on January 27th at the Lake of the Torches Resort & Casino in Lac Du Flambeau.  Join us 
for a delicious meal, participate in a 50/50 drawing benefitting Frederick Place and if you are a 
NWAR or GNMLS member, vote in the referendum to obtain electronic lockboxes.  This will be a 

binding vote, so we urge all our members to attend and cast their ballots.  For those unable to 
attend, an online voting option will be available.       

Please register by January 10th at www.tinyurl.com/42umuv4 and you can feed your brain, belly 
and (with a bit of luck) your wallet all in one day!   To learn more about Frederick Place and their 
commitment to end homelessness, please visit their website at www.nathnorthwoods.com 
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able responses to inquir-
ies, the offer of our in-
formed and experienced 
view of market conditions 
and our genuine desire to 
bring parties together. 
 
Just as the holiday season 
shines with the hope of a 
better tomorrow, my wish 
is that all of the tomorrows 
in 2012 will sparkle with 
good things in your pro-
fessional and personal 
lives.  May the light of the 
star that led the kings to 
the stable shine for each 
of you in 2012! 
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REALTORS® on the Move 

Name From To 

Linda Anderson Gregory Realty, Inc. - Lake Tomahawk  

Kathleen Devinger Vacationland Properties of Tomahawk  

James Klaric Coldwell-Banker Mulleady - Minocqua  

Marjorie Makovsky Birchland Realty - Phillips  

Heather Zoerb First Weber Group - Rhinelander  

Transfers & Releases Welcome New Members 

Name Office 

Larry Foltz1 Valhalla Management Services - Prentice 

WRA Winter Convention - Sponsorships Available  
The WRA Winter Convention is in our neck-of-the-woods this year, so please stop in to 
catch up with your colleagues and friends from all across the badger state!   All four 
required CE courses will be taught, and discount registration is available through 1/10/12 
at www.wra.org/winterconvention.  Keynote speaker and REALTOR Terry Watson is 
renowned for his passion, humor and energy.    
 
If your office would like be a sponsor at the convention, please contact the board office at 
715-356-3400 or northwoodsrealtors@gmail.com for more information.  Sponsorship is a 
great way to reach a large number of REALTORS, so don’t pass up this golden opportunity 
to engage your target audience!      

Seasons Greetings!  In about a week from 
now, a proposal will be sent out to all our 
MLS users regarding the acquisition of 
electronic lockboxes.  We received plenty of 
valuable feedback from the previous poll, 
and we hope we are able to address most of 
your concerns in the new proposal.    
 
The new, more detailed proposal will be 
followed by a GNMLS user poll in early 
January, which will allow time for each of you 
to carefully consider it and contact the board 
office if you have any questions or would like 
to test out one of the lockboxes for yourself.  
Sample lockboxes will be available at 
different offices throughout our area to 
ensure there’s one in your vicinity.    
 
We on the GNMLS and NWAR boards 
understand that these are challenging times, 
and accordingly we are working hard to find 
ways to provide new tools for REALTORS that 
will help their business without hurting their 
pocketbooks.  Many agents have expressed 

concerns about the cost of electronic 
lockboxes, and we hear you loud and 
clear.  The proposal we are sending to 
each of you will outline the benefits and 
costs of acquiring SentriLock lockboxes 
versus the estimated discount on dues 
should our members choose not to 
obtain new lockboxes.  It will also 
include a link to our website where you 
can view more details including FAQs, 
instructions and video tutorials.   

"Peace will come on earth to stay, when we live Christmas every day” - Helen Steiner Rice  

December 2011 

We urge you review the information being 
presented in its entirety, as we want each of 
you to cast your ballots with the confidence of 
a well-informed voter.  The results of this poll 
will be provided to the brokers for each MLS 
office, who will then vote in a binding 
referendum either online or at the Christmas 
Party.  As this is a joint GNMLS-NWAR 
undertaking, NWAR members will also vote  
on this issue.  Please join us at the Christmas 
Party to hear the results of this important 
referendum.   
 
Thank you, and may your hearths and hearts 
be filled with warmth this holiday season.    

* New MLS Office 
1 New NWAR Member 

Got Good Chili? Prove It!   
If you think you make the meanest, meatiest or 
mouth-wateringest bowl of chili in the 
Northwoods, sign up for NWAR’s annual Chili 
Cook-Off!   
 
NWAR’s heartiest yearly event is slated for 
opening night of the WRA Winter Convention on 
January 25th from 4:30 to 6:30pm.  Register online 
now at:  www.tinyurl.com/76duqeg 
 
Good luck and don’t forget the cheese!   



* Visit WRA.org for pricing details 

Merry Christmas to all! 
 
If you’d like to learn more about the benefits 
of good photography, check out “First 
Impressions Make - or Break - the Sale”       
by Diane VanDyke at:  
www.tinyurl.com/82avxq3  
 
A quick word about listing entries: Often 
listings are entered into MLS past the 5 
business day allowance. This can occur for a 
number of reasons, usually related to not 
receiving the paperwork back promptly 
from the sellers. If this happens to you, just 
fill out the late waiver and documentation 
and fax it over to us. Sometimes the reason is 
that the seller needs a little more time to 
prepare the property for sale before it goes 
into full marketing mode. When that 
happens, you should go ahead and get the 
listing entered promptly and then use data 
entry to put the listing on hold. You will enter 
the date when it is expected to be ready for 
activation and you are all set. If the owner 
changes the date, make sure to  update it in 
the MLS.   

AE Corner MLS Memo 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the 
recent mining bill poll; your responses 
have been passed along to WRA and they 
will be contacting you with more 
information about their upcoming 
conference call.   
 
Under the exceptional leadership of 
Education Committee Chair Patty Werner, 
we are currently scheduling many 
upcoming CE classes.   In addition to the 
mandatory courses, we would like to offer 
classes that each of you feel would benefit 
you in your careers.  Some of the 
possibilities we’ve considered are:  
Market-Based Instruction  (foreclosures, 
short sales, etc), Windows & Internet 
Fundamentals/Security, Social Networking 
(Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn), Marketing 
and Productivity Tools (Craigslist, Google 
Earth Tours, YouTube, etc).    We’d like to 
know which of these topics interest you or 
what other topics you’d like to learn more 
about, so please fill out our interest form at  
www.tinyurl.com/cy7rmzp and let us know 
what you’d like to learn.   
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

MLS Tip: Print out tour sheets to give your 
clients before showings. The photo and 
guided spaces for notes will help them 
remember likes, dislikes and features 
about each home. 

Affiliates 
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Matt Seegert  -  NWARMatt@gmail.com 

AE Tip: Need to share large files with clients or 
coworkers outside the office?  With Dropbox, 
you can upload and share a file for free in only 2 
clicks!  Sign up for your account today at:  
www.dropbox.com 

Lon Fisk    -    NWARLonF@gmail.com 

WRA Winter Convention 
Continuing Education 

NWAR thanks all of our affiliate 
members for their continued support!   

Affiliate Location Contact Phone 

Vilas Title Services Eagle River Rick Ernst 715-479-4070 

M & I Bank Woodruff Deb Duncan 715-356-9511 

Time Federal Savings Phillips Colleen Guzinski 715-339-2128 

Northwoods Title & Closing Eagle River Carol Olsen 715-479-6459 

People’s State Bank Eagle River Val Dreger 715-479-1794 

Gowey Abstract & Title Minocqua Rob Arent 715-356-3000 

Shoreline Title Services Rhinelander John Kratz 715-369-3934 

Cornerstone Custom Builders Eagle River David Cox 715-479-0001 

Northern Title & Abstract Rhinelander Al Mancl 715-365-5000 

Wilderness Surveying Inc Minocqua James Rein 715-356-5846 

First National Bank of Eagle River Eagle River Theresa Sullivan 715-479-4406 

Appraisal Professionals Ironwood Jeffrey Hautala 906-932-1200 

Metropulos Appraisal Rhinelander Robert Metropulos 715-365-6065 

River Valley Bank Minocqua LeeAnn Hayden 715-358-9313 

Contact a Local Professional: 

Kelk Land Improvement LLC 
Office 715-356-6112  •   Email: kelklandimp@frontier.com  
Septic Systems, Land Clearing, Demolition, Road Building 

www.kelklandimprovement.com 

These are non-member 
paid advertisements.  It is 
not to be implied that these 
services are specifically 
endorsed or promoted by 
the Northwoods Association 

A to Z Home Inspection Services, LLC 

Office 715-358-5809   •   Cell 715-499-1029 
Email:  PBa2z@hughes.net 

www.atozhomeinspectserv.com 

Baas Inspection Agency LLC 

Office 715-545-3292   •   Cell 715-891-0323 
Indoor Air Quality, Radon, Mold, Lead, Asbestos 

www.BAASINSPECTIONAGENCYLLC.com 

Preferred Home Inspection, Inc.  

Toll Free 877-999-8084  •   Fax 715-762-1773 
Serving Northern Wisconsin since 1999 

Park Falls, WI  54552 

Rustic Manor Motor Lodge 

Pool, Free Breakfast   •    St Germain, WI 
Up to 20% off with Realtor®/builder referral! 

800-272-9776   •    www.rusticmanor.com 

Please contact 
nwarmatt@gmail.com 
to request more 
information about 
advertising 
opportunities on 
our newsletter and 
website.   
 
Thank you! 

To view upcoming new member 
orientation or MLS training courses, 
check the NWAR/GNMLS events 
calendar at:  www.tinyurl.com/3dmc4qb  

1/25 Resort and Second Home Markets 
8:30 – 4:30 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/25 CE Elective A – Short Sales and 
Foreclosures - 8:30 – 12:00 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/25 CE Elective C - Other Approved 
Forms - 1:00 – 4:30 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/26 CE Course 1 - Listing Contracts - 
8:30 – 12:00 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/26 CE Course 2 - Offer to Purchase - 
1:00 – 4:30 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/27 CE Course 3 - New Developments 
- 8:30 – 11:30 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

1/27 CE Course 4 - Business Ethics - 
1:00 – 4:30 pm 

Lac Du 
Flambeau  

For details and registration for the above  
WRA Winter Convention Live CE classes, 

visit www.wra.org/winterconvention 

Mid Wisconsin Bank 

Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender 
Supporting Our Community since 1890 

715-479-8484 •   www.midwisc.com 

Lon 
M

att 



The Northwoods Association of Realtors® was founded in 1958 as a non-

profit organization dedicated to serving real estate brokers and agents 

in the Northwoods area.  NWAR provides a central hub for our members 

to communicate, establish policy, receive training and implement new 

solutions to better serve their clients.      

 

Greater Northwoods Multiple Listing Service, a wholly-owned subsidiary 

of NWAR, is dedicated to providing our members with first-rate service 

and support in listing and viewing properties and conducting business in 

accordance with the ethical standards of the industry.  GNMLS currently 

serves more than 120 member offices with over 450 brokers, agents and 

appraisers.   

PO Box 377 
320 Oak St. 
Woodruff, WI 54521 

Phone:   715-356-3400 
Fax:      715-358-2338 
Staff@NorthwoodsRealtors.org 
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Northwoods Association of Realtors 

Officers: 

Peggy Johnson-Wiessner, President     686-2481 

Mark Wagner, President-Elect          762-3291 

Denise Goldsworthy, Treasurer     479-4431 

Jerry Burkett, Past President     479-3090 

 
Directors: 

Joan Beil .............................................. 356-4457 
Jean Butler ........................................... 892-7518 
Ed Choinski ......................................... 493-7827 
Diana Chopin ...................................... 479-3090 
Jake Nelson ......................................... 369-1223 
Marcia Pluess ...................................... 477-0777 
Sonny Reeder ...................................... 477-2510 
Brenda Thompson  ............................... 356-3207 
Patty Werner ................................ 623-696-5942 

Next Board Meeting: 
 
Thursday, December 15th 2011 
NWAR / GNMLS Board Office 
 
GNMLS: 9am  
NWAR: 9am  (joint meeting) 
 
Meetings are the third Thursday of 
each month and members are welcome 
to attend. 

Greater Northwoods MLS 

Officers: 

Pete Morgan, President  356-2121 

Andrea Krueger, President-Elect 453-3365 

Mark Wagner, Treasurer  762-3291 

Erik Johnson, Past President 356-3207 

 

Directors: 

Bonnie Byrnes ................................... 686-2481 

Michael Denis ................................... 362-3944 

Lynette Jacobson .............................. 453-4503 

John Misina ....................................... 479-4431 

Adam Redman .................................. 358-0450 

 

Board of Directors 2011-12 

Visit our homepage at www.NorthwoodsRealtors.org 

About Us 

Board Office Location (for directions visit tinyurl.com/4xqvvk9) 

Office hours are 8am to 5pm Monday through Friday. 

*All phone numbers in area code 715 

Follow us on the Web: 

www.tinyurl.com/3shxt66  www.tinyurl.com/3lm6jms  

www.tinyurl.com/43jgfyv   

www.wra.org/winterconvention 
 


